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ACTION AE- 18 

INEO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 

INR-11 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 DRC-01 /120W 

112329 

R 061620Z AUG 74 
PM AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9926 
INEO AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 

CONPIDENTIAL FREETOWN 1490 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PINT SL 

SUBJECT: RETURN OP PRESIDENT STEVENS 
REP FREETOWN 1464 

1. PRESIDENT STEVENS RETURNED PREETOWN AUGUST 4 PROM 
EASTERN EUROPEAN TRIP, SEVERAL DAYS EARLIER THAN PREVIOUSLY 
EXPECTED. EARLY RETURN APPEARS RELATED TO CURIOUS APPAIR 
OP DYNAMITING OP PINANCE MINISTER KAMARA-TAYLOR'S HOUSE 
JULY 30. SPEAKING TO WELCOMING CEREMONY ON ARRIVAL PRESIDENT 
WARNED THAT GOVT WOULD DEAL DRASTICALLY WITH ANYONE TRYING 
TO DISRUPT OR INTERPERE WITH "THE PROGRESS OF THE NATION". 

2. GOVT AUG. 2 ANNOUNCED IT SEEKING THREE PERSONS, ONE A 
PORMER ELECTION COMMISSIONER, ANOTHER A PORMER ARMY OFPICER, 
THIRD AN ARMY ENLISTED MAN, IN CONNECTION WITH THE "ASSASSIN- 
ATTEMPT" ON KAMARA-TAYLOR. PORMER ELECTION COM- 
MISSIONER, ABDUL "BAI BAI" KAMARA, POUND AND ARRESTED AUG. 5. 

3. NO MENTION IN PRESS SO PAR OP DETENTION UNITED DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (UDP) LEADERS PORNA AND IBRAHIM BASH-TAQI AND PORMER 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 EREETO 01490 061638Z 

ARMY COMMANDER JUXON-SMITH (REPTEL), BUT THEIR APPREHENSION 
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WIDELY KNOWN. EMBASSY SOURCE CLOSE TO UDP HAS TOLD EMBASSY 
THAT ATTACK ON KAMARA-TAYLOR RESIDENCE WAS IN FACT UNDER- 
TAKEN BY UDP IN ATTEMPT REKINDLE OLD ANIMOSITY BETWEEN 
KAMARA-TAYLOR AND VICE PRESIDENT/PRIME MINISTER S.I. KOROMA. 

EVIDENCE ACCUMULATING, THEREFORE, THAT THIRD THEORY MENTIONED 
REETEL MOST LIKELY EXPLANATION OP INCIDENT. 

OLSON 
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